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CORALS IN THE HOBBY

Thanks to improvements in aquarium technology AR <
and a very large (and continuously growing) R 557 HE—
knowledge base, it is now possible to bring the ~ '

reef into home aquariums. There are hundreds of -

a symbiotic algae that lives within their tissue.
different varieties that are readily available and Gastosscor Crty The algae photosynthesize producing food,

can be easily kept and cared for. So many of the / = which is then transferred to the polyp. This
Species you see in the aquarium trade would not Top View \ Coenstenum* food pI’OVIdeS nutrients that the coral needs

be available without successful coral culturing. to grow.
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CULTIVATING CORALS
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Thousands of individual polyps, connected by a simple membrane, make up a parent coral colony.
Due to the fact that polyps are individual animals, they can be isolated for propagation. This isolation
process is known as coral fragging, in which specialized tools are used to detach a polyp or groups of
polyps from the parent colony. Over time these coral fragments will grow into colonies of their own.

Often confused with plants, corals are actually
animals. Each polyp of a coral has a mouth,
digestive and vascular system. They also have
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All nine Euphyllia species would
be endangered in the wild, if not
for the efforts of coral culturing.

CULTURED CORALS

There are two different types of cultured corals,
aquacultured and maricultured. These methods are

tor caraivaot consarmation. - oreminaetvend | RESTORATION & CONSERVATION

Local economies depend on natural reefs. They provide anincentive for communities
to sustain and grow corals. Global efforts are being employed to partner with
local organizations to provide resources needed to mariculture corals successfully.
Many of these efforts would not be possible without the knowledge gained through
selective cultivation a variety of colors, not often aquaculturinggnd mar!culturing coralsintheaquariumindustry.Thesar_ne processes
found in nature, are more readily available in the that are used in culturing corgls for the hobby are also used in restoring the ree;fs.
hobby: As mgrlculturgd corals are belng grown out on man mad_e structures, fchey prpwde

additional habitats for local marine life as well as economic value by being available
Maricultured corals are grown from fragments on for the trade. By selecting maricultured and aquacultured corals in home aquariums,

man made structures in the ocean separate from | hobbyists help support coral conservation efforts.
natural reefs. A portion of the colonies are selected

for the hobby, and the rest are replanted on reefs or

cultivated for the next generation of maricultured

corals.

Aquacultured corals are raised in tanks and other
man made systems. They are grown in artificial
conditions so they are more adapted and therefore
easier to care for in home aquariums. Through

Arafura Sea
Gulf
of Mexico

Pacific OVE R HOMEOTO s I x
Ocean
Geoan 600 14% BILLION
OF THE OF THE AR
):Ign?LRsl;EBg )JACI)SAT IF_iIIE)E'Fg ANNUALLY
oral ea FoR LOCAL
iN THE REGION bacife coris ECONOMIES

REEF BUILDING CORALS

Acropora, Montipora, and the Brain Corals are keystone species that serve as the base habitats for all reefanimals.
These three types of corals, referred to as the reef building corals, form the largest and most predominant
colonies on the reef. Through aquaculture and mariculture efforts these corals are being replanted and regrown
in their natural habitats.
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