Native to Thailand, the Redtail Shark had been
thought to be completely extinct in the wild until the
discovery of a single population was announced in 2014. While
some sources claim that collection for the aquarium trade has
played a large part, habitat degradation has been the most significant factor in their loss
as dams and the draining of wetlands have both changed the waterways where they live. Pollution
from agriculture has also been a factor in their demise. However, they have remained to be on the
most common aquarium species due to huge numbers of them being farm raised.

Even though it’s an amphibian and not a fish, Axolotls are
fully aquatic and can be included in discussions of the
aquarium trade. Axolotls are native to only two lakes in
Mexico. Lake Chalco has been fully drained and no
longer exists. Lake Xochimilco has been reduced to
mere canals and are heavily polluted. As such, Axolotl
populations have drastically declined. They are
currently listed as Critically Endangered, although a 2013
expedition was unable to find any. They are commonly bred
in the US and can be easily found in a number of different color forms.

The aquarium trade has been a double edged
sword for the Banggai Cardinal. Their native
range is extremely small, only on small area
around the Banggai Islands of Indonesia, and for
many years they were heavily collected for the
aquarium trade. This led to their numbers falling
dramatically. However, they since become regularly bred,
with the vast majority available now coming from captive sources. Additionally, robust populations
have been found outside of their native range, adding some security to their wild survival.

The story of the White Cloud is very similar to that of the Redtail Shark. White Clouds
are native to China, where their populations have plummeted due to pollution and
tourism. They were declared extinct in the wild in 1980, but were upgraded to critically
endangered after a population was discovered in the early 2000’s. They are readily captive bred in
large numbers and are very common in the aquarium trade.

Rio Negro River

BARCELOS

According to the CARES Preservation Program Priority List Released 02/03/2016, the above fish
species are only known to survive in cultivation, in captivity or as a naturalized population (populations)
well outside the past range. If not maintained in captivity these species would be globally extinct.

Native to the Rio Sixaola Basin of
Panama and Costa Rica, populations
of the Topaz Cichlid have been
devastated by habitat loss as the
result of expansions in the commercial
banana industry. While it is no officially evaluated by
the IUCN, its populations are low enough to qualify as
being endangered. Topaz Cichlids are not as popular or easy to find, but there are dedicated
hobbyists working to keep viable populations going.

Africa’s Lake Victoria, the largest tropical lake in the world, was once home to a large
number of unique species including over 350 of haplochromine cichlids. A number of
issues have created pressure on the native species of Lake Victoria. Invasive species such
as the Nile Perch, which was intentionally introduced to grow a food fishery, and pollution
has devastated the biodiversity of the lake, leaving only a handful of native species to
struggle for survival.
A number of plans for saving as many Victorian species as possible have been
implemented by both scientific and hobbyist groups, and sometimes there is even overlap
between conservation methods. The hobbyist CARES
Preservation Program encourages breeding efforts
by hobbyists, and AZA Species Survival Plans are in
effect for a number of different species. Some of these
species, such as Prognathochromis perrieri, have been
supplied to AZA facilities by hobbyist resources.

